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The challenge 

Health is not just a value in itself, it is a driver for 
growth and it is only with a healthy population that 
the European Union (EU) can achieve its full 
economic potential.  

The healthcare sector is one of the largest sectors in 
the EU and it accounts for approximately 10% of the 
EU’s Gross Domestic Product (GDP), and employs 
one in ten workers. The health sector is driven by 
innovation, and health-related research and 
development represents around 18% of the total 
Gross Domestic Expenditure (GDE) on research in 
the EU.  

However, the performance of European regions in 
research and innovation (R&I) varies greatly 
between regions and the majority of funding and 
productivity is concentrated in only a few EU 
regions.  

Contact 

For more information please visit the project website 

http://www.rhing-net.eu/reghealth-ri/index.html, or 

contact the co-ordinators at reghealth-ri@rhing-net.eu.  

 

The RegHealth-RI project has received 
funding from the EU under the 
Framework Programme for Research and 
Innovation (Horizon 2020) 2014-2020.  

 

Advisory Board and Associated Partners 

RegHealth-RI has set up a high-level Advisory Board 
and engaged an extensive number of Associated 
Partners, to create a network with the capacity to 
address the gaps in health R&I in Europe. 

The Associated Partners will participate in the work-
shops and in the Final Conference, contributing to 
discussion and draw out of conclusions and recom-
mendations.  In total, 23 Associated Partners are 
involved, representing research centres, universities 
and regional and national authorities from 15 EU 
Member States. 

 

The Advisory Board will participate in the develop-
ment, implementation and assessment of health R&I 
strategies. Its members include representatives 
from: 

 Association of the Research-based Pharma-
ceutical Manufacturers (BG) 

 University of Tartu (EE) 

 Ministry of Finance and Competitiveness (ES) 

 DIU Libertas International University (HR) 

 Nencki Institute of Experimental Biology (PL) 

 Health Cluster Net and INTEGRATE (UK). 

 

http://www.rhing-net.eu/reghealth-ri/index.html
mailto:reghealth-ri@rhing-net.eu


What is RegHealth-RI 

The European Regions’ Network for Health Research 
and Innovation (RegHealth-RI) is a two-year Euro-
pean project which started in November 2014. The 
project is funded by the EU Research and Innovation 
Framework Programme  (Horizon 2020). 

RegHealth-RI aims to bridge the gap in R&I across 
European regions, focusing on the health area, by 
investigating new measures to reduce differences in 
R&I performance, and to identify the drivers of 
these differences.  

Objectives 

The objectives of RegHealth-RI are to: 

 Determine the state of the art of health R&I in 
European regions 

 Design and develop indicators to measure the 
degree of development of health R&I  

 Develop networking activities and promote 
dialogue between stakeholders involved in 
health R&I in Europe.  

By achieving the above objectives, RegHealth-RI 
hopes to contribute to: 

 Reducing gaps in health R&I across regions in 
Europe 

 Widen participation of regions in Horizon 2020 

 Facilitate synergies between Horizon 2020 and 
Structural Funds. 

Expected Outcomes 

By the end of 2016, we will prepare a comprehensive 
mapping of health R&I in European regions, with a 
specific focus on the causes and influencing factors 
of R&I across less performing regions.  

We will launch the RegHealth-RI networking platform 
and we will organise three thematic workshop focus-
ing on: 

 Analysis of health R&I in less performing re-
gions: present situation, possible causes and 
influencing factors  

 New approaches for bridging the divide in 
health R&I in the EU 

 Horizon 2020: Synergies with Structural Funds, 
and new ways of widening participation. 

Networking Platform  

 In order to achieve the objectives, and strengthen the 
sustainability of the project,  RegHealth-RI will develop a 
networking platform.  

A variety of stakeholders will be invited to join the plat-
form; representatives of European networks and organi-
sations, national and regional authorities, universities 
and research centres, science parks, health and biotech 
clusters etc.  

The aim of the networking platform is to promote and 
facilitate communication between its members to en-
rich the dialogue, exchange of opinions and experiences 
among the members regarding health R&I. The network 
will also provide feedback on the deliverables of 
RegHealth-RI.  

A separate network website will be created within the 
RegHealth-RI website, with an intranet and discussion 
forums, to facilitate the communication of the mem-
bers.  

To maximize the impact of the project and ensure its 
policy making relevance a final conference, with high 
involvement of stakeholders and policy-makers, will 
be organised. A dissemination strategy, tailored to 
engage project end-users and promote their partici-
pation in the project from the earliest stages, will 
also be implemented. 

We strongly believe that new ideas derived from the 
project can be implemented by decision-makers to 
reduce the gaps in health R&I in Europe. Therefore, 
RegHealth-RI is expected to be a helpful tool impact-
ing on different levels of policy and decision making, 
such as the European Commission, Regional Innova-
tion Agencies, and national and regional authorities. 


